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HE  FIRST  ANGLO-AMERICAN  MALE  ANCESTOR 
OF  THE  WOBURN  (MASS.)  WALKERS. 


The  genealogy  of  the  Woburn  Walkers  is 
clear  and  indisputable  back  to  the  first  Deacon 
Samuel  Walker  of  that  town,  who  died  January 
18,  1703,  aged  sixty-one  years.1 

We  are  here  confronted  with  the  question, 
Who  was  the  first  Deacon’s  father  ?  Dr.  Farmer 
says,  in  1829,  that  he  was  Captain  Augustine 
Walker,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.;2  so  does  Dr. 
James  Savage  in  1862, 3  and  so  does  Mr.  Henry 
Dutch  Lord,  in  1886.4  Subsequent  examinations 
of  county  and  town  records  prove  that  this 
statement  is  incorrect.  The  mistake,  however, 
was  a  natural  one,  and  for  two  reasons : 

1.  Woburn  was  originally  a  part  of  Charles¬ 
town,  and  the  supposition  was  a  plausible  one, 


1  He  was  buried  in  the  First 
Burial  Ground  of  Woburn,  (. Ep¬ 
itaphs  in  Wobn  1st  Buir 1  Ground 
by  W.  R.  Cutter  Sf  Echo6-  F. 
Johnson ,  p.  13).  The  inscription 
on  his  grave-stone  reads  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  Here  lies  ye  body  of  Deacon 


Samuel  Walker  aged  61  years 
died  January  ye  18  1703.” 

-Farmer’s  N.  E.  Gen1  Reg¬ 
ister,  p.  301. 

3  Savage’s  Gen1.  Dictionary, 
Vol.  4,  p.  396. 

4  Winchester  Record,  Vol.  2, 
No.  2,  p.  227. 
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that  when  the  original  settlers  of  the  latter  had 
occupied  most  or  all  of  the  land  in  the  east¬ 
erly  section  of  their  township,  their  children,  as 
they  grew  to  maturity,  would  seek  homes  in  the 
westerly  portion. 

2.  Captain  Augustine  Walker,  of  Charles¬ 
town,  had  a  son  Samuel,  who  was  born  October 
11,  1642,  whose  age  on  the  18th  day  of  January, 
1703,  would  be  sixty-one  years,  three  months,  and 
seven  days — the  age  substantially  of  the  first 
Deacon  Samuel  Walker,  at  his  death,  as  above 
stated. 

These  facts,  in  the  absence  of  other  informa¬ 
tion,  would  naturally  lead  to  the  belief  that  the 
Deacon  was  the  son  of  Augustine.  But,  it  so 
happened  that,  previous  to  the  Deacon’s  death, 
there  had  lived  in  Woburn  more  than  twenty 
years  a  Samuel  Walker,  senior,  whose  name  is 
found  upon  the  Woburn  records  as  early  as 
February  25,  1661-2,  and  repeatedly  after¬ 
wards  until  his  death,  November  6,  1684,  when 
he  was  in  the  sixty-ninth  or  seventieth  year  of 
his  age.1  The  leading  facts  of  his  life  are 
detailed  at  some  length  by  Rev.  Samuel  Sewell 
in  his  History  of  Woburn. 

In  a  suit  of  John  Johnson  vs.  Michael  Bacon, 
both  of  Woburn,  there  is  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  court  at  Cambridge,  an  affidavit 

1  Woburn  Town  Records,  passim. 
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Facsimile  of  the  Samuel  Walker  Affidavit. 
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of  “  Samuel  Walker,  aged  forty-four  or  there¬ 
abouts,  and  of  his  son ,  Samuel  Walker,  aged 
eighteen  or  thereabouts,”  sworn  to  by  both  of 
them,  April  2,  1661.  Opposite  this  page  is  a 
facsimile  of  it.  I  read  as  follows : 

The  testimony  of  Samuel  Walker  aged  forty  four  or 
ther  abouts  and  his  son  Samuel  walker  aged  atetene 
or  ther  abouts,  testifieth  that  they  asked  Michell  bacon 
whi  hee  did  not  paye  the  bill  to  John  Johnson  which 
lie  made  him  of  fix  pounds  tenn  shillings  he  an¬ 
swered  becase  that  he  sinned  [signed]  him  to  paye  it 
to  thoes  that  wold  tacke  it  in  nothing  but  wliete 
Sworne  in  Court.  Samuel  Walker 

2-(2)  16dl.  Samuel  walker 

Th.  Danforth  R. 

It  appears  by  this,  that  on  the  18th  day  of 
January,  1T03,  the  day  of  the  first  Deacon  Samuel 
Walker’s  death,  the  age  of  this  “son  of  Samuel 
Walker  aged  eighteen  or  thereabouts,”  then  of 
Woburn,  must  have  been  sixty  years,  nine 
months,  and  sixteen  days,  answering  substan¬ 
tially  the  requirement  of  the  inscription  on  his 
grave-stone,  and  identifying  Samuel  the  son  of 
the  aforesaid  “  Samuel  Walker,  aged  forty-four 
or  thereabouts,”  as  the  first  Deacon  Samuel 
Walker,  who  is  certainly  known  to  have  been 
an  ancestor  of  the  Walker  family.1 

1  Subsequent  examinations  of  age,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
the  Reading  Records  show  that  was  sixty  years,  six  months,  and 
the  first  Deacon  Samuel  Walker’s  twenty  days. 
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Again,  by  a  deed  dated  June  10,  1674,  and 
recorded  in  Middlesex  Records,  Mol.  5,  p.  79, 
“  Samuel  W alker  Senr,  of  W oburn  in  y ' 6  County 
of  Middlesex,  Massachusetts  Colony  in  New 
England,  grantr,  for  sundry  good  considerations, 
me  Thereunto  moving  and  more  especially  for 
the  parental  love  and  affection  that  I  do  beare 
unto  my  son  Samuel  Walker,  of  the  same  place,” 
grants  to  his  said  son  certain  real  estate  in  the 
westerly  part  of  Woburn.  1  In  relation  to  this, 
the  Hon.  Edward  F.  Johnson,  of  Woburn,  who 
is  as  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  ancient  titles 
to  real  estate  in  that  city  as  any  other  person,  re¬ 
marks  in  an  article  published  in  the  Woburn 
News,  September  26, 1891, — Whether  the  prop¬ 
erty  described  in  this  deed  was  a  portion  of  the 
farm — lying  to  the  West  of  Burlington  street  and 
to  the  North  and  South  of  Walker’s  Lane,  in 
present  Burlington — which  for  many  successive 
generations  was  owned  by  the  descendants  of 
Samuel  Walker,  Sen1*,  has  not  yet  been  fully  de¬ 
cided.  The  title  to  this  farm  can  be  traced  back 
to  John  Walker  (who  died  in  1699),  the  grand¬ 
son  of  Samuel  Walker,  Sen5,  and  remained  in 
the  Walker  family  until,  in  1847,  Josiah  Walker 
sold  it  to  Edwin  Lamson.” 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  deed  above 
referred  to : 
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To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come 
greeting  Know  ye  that  I  Samuel  Walker  Senr  of 
Woburn,  in  ye  county  of  Middlesex,  Massachusetts 
Colony  in  New  England,  grantr  for  Sundry  good  consid¬ 
erations  me  thereunto  moveing  and  more  especially  for 
the  parentall  love  and  affection  that  I  do  beare  unto  my 
sonne  Samuel  Walker  of  the  same  place,  have  granted 
aliened  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents 

do  fully - and  absolutely  grant  alien  enfeoff  and  con- 

firme  unto  him  the  said  Samuel  Walker  the  one  moyty 
or  halfe  part  of  all  that  my  farme  scituate  and  lying 
and  being  at  the  Westerly  part  of  the  above  said  towne 
and  was  purchased  of  William  Read  the  Said  Moyty  or 
half  part  including  the  house  wherein  my  above  Said 
Sonne  Samuel  do  now  dw'ell  with  the  barne  and  about 

thirty  acres  of  land  adjoining :  wherein  it  is - one 

parcel  of  meadow  by  estimation  three  acres  and  half 
more  or  less  and  it  is  lying  near  to  said  dwelling  house 
and  one  acre  of  meadow  near  unto  Beaver  Dam  and  is 
adjoining  to  Francis  Kendalls  land  and  three  acres  and 
one  rood  of  swampy  meadow  neare  to  the  cart  bridge 
upon  ye  river  that  runs  through  the  said  farme  and  is 
lying  up  the  river  from  the  Said  bridge  and  about 
Seven  acres  of  plow  land  adjoining  to  Said  dwelling 
house  and  the  pasture  land  adjoining  to  the  Said  house 
on  the  West  side  of  the  river  and  the  remainder  of  the 
thirty  acres  is  upland  beginning  at  Beaver  dam  and 

lying - the  land  of  Ffrancis  Kendall  and  also  the  one 

half  and - better  of  the  meadow  called  Rocky 

Meadow  yfc  part  of  it  lyeth  next  to  the  dwelling  house 
and  extending  as  far  as  an  island  of  upland  lyeth  in 
my  Said  meadow :  also  ye  comons  of  ye  town  appertain¬ 
ing  or  belonging  to  the  above  house  and  land  as  well 
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these  that  the  said  Samuel  do  now  possess  and  enjoy  as 
these  that  remaine  yet  in  commone  and  is  of  right  due 
to  the  same. 

To  Have  and  to  hold  the  above  granted  premises  be 
the  same  more  or  less  with  all  privileges  and  appurten¬ 
ances  to  the  same  appertaining  or  in  any  wise  belong¬ 
ing  unto  him  the  Said  Samuel  Walker  Junior  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever  to  his  and  their  only  proper  use  and 
behaffs. 

In  witness  hereof,  I  the  above  named  Samuel  Walker 
Senr  have  hereunto  put  my  hand  and  Seal  this  tenth 
of  June  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Six  hun¬ 
dred  and  Seventy  and  foure. 

Samuel  Walker  and  a  seale. 

There  were  living  in  Woburn  at  this  time 
(June  10,  1674),  three  Samuel  Walkers,  viz., — 
Samuel,  senior;  Samuel,  junior,  later  the  first 
Deacon  Samuel,  and  Samuel  his  son,  subse¬ 
quently  the  second  Deacon  Samuel,  born  in 
1667.  This  deed,  therefore,  affords  additional 
and  incontestable  proof  that  the  first  deacon 
was  the  “  sonne  ”  of  Samuel,  senior,  both  of 
whose  names  appear  upon  the  Woburn  tax-lists 
from  1666  to  1682,  a  year  or  so  before  the  death 
of  the  latter;  soon  after  which,  his  sons,  Samuel 
(Jr.),  and  Joseph,  of  Billerica,  were  appointed 
administrators  of  his  estate.  In  1684,  1685,  and 
1686,  the  name  of  Samuel  Walker,  Jr.,  appears 
upon  the  Woburn  tax-lists  as  Seargh  In  1693, 
and  onward  to  1800,  he  is  designated  as  deacon. 
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Either  one  of  the  records  above  cited  affords 
satisfactory  proof  that  the  first  Deacon  Samuel 
Walker  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Walker,  senior, 
of  Woburn,  and  not  of  Captain  Augustine 
Walker,  of  Charlestown.  Any  careful  reader  of 
the  records  of  the  former  town,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  affidavit  and  deed  before  mentioned,  can¬ 
not,  for  a  moment,  doubt  that  fact. 

We  come  now  to  the  inquiry,  who  was  the 
father  of  Samuel  Walker,  Senr?  No  mention  of 
the  latter  appears  in  the  Woburn  records  pre¬ 
vious  1661-2, 1  when  he  was  chosen  a  surveyor 
of  highways,2  and  when  by  his  sworn  testimony 
above  exhibited,  he  was  forty-four  years  of 
age  or  “  ther  aboutt.”  Where  had  he  been 
hitherto? 

Lewis  and  Newhall,  in  their  History  of  Lynn, 
Massachusetts,  say  that  Captain  Richard  Walk¬ 
er  settled  in  that  town  in  1630,  and  was  made  a 
freeman  in  1634.  It  also  appears  by  Reading 
(Massachusetts)  and  other  records  that  he  lived 
for  a  time  in  Reading,  which  was  a  part  of  Lynn 
until  1644,  and  that  besides  two  daughters,  “  He 
had  two  sons  •  Richard,  born  1611,  who  came 
over  in  1635/  removed  to  Reading,  and  was 


1  Woburn  Records. 

2  Sewell  Hist.  Woburn,  p.  170. 
8  Richard  came  over  in  the 

Elizabeth  from  London,  in  1635. 
The  date  of  Samuel’s  advent  is 
uncertain.  There  also  came 


over  as  a  passenger  in  the  same 
vessel,  “Willm  Walker,  15.” 
The  near  correspondence  of  his 
alleged  age  with  that  of  Sam¬ 
uel  AValker,  senior,  as  given  in 
the  affidavit  before  mentioned, 
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several  times  chosen  representative;  and  Sam¬ 
uel,  who  also  removed  to  Reading.” 

The  Reading  town  records  confirm  this  state¬ 
ment  in  regard  to  Samuel. 

I.  They  give  the  names  and  births  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  as  follows: 

1.  Samuel,  born  28th  June,  1643. 

2.  Joseph,  born  10th  October,  1645. 

3.  An  unnamed  daughter  born  15th  December  1647, 
who  probably  died  in  infancy. 

4  &  5.  Israel  and  Hannah,  born  28tli  June  1648. 

6.  John,  born  14th  February  1649.  (Probably 
1649-50). 

II.  It  also  appears  by  the  Reading  town  records, 
that  on  the  6th  of  the  11th  month,  1644,  the 
town  of  Reading  granted  to  Samuel  Walker 
land  to  the  amount  of  “  three  acres  in  Parley 
Meadow,  at  the  north  end  thereof”;  on  the  6th 
day  of  the  10th  month,  1647,  fourteen  acres;  on 
the  twenty-first  of  February,  1648,  and  August 
20,  1649,  a  house  lot,  and  on  the  22d  of  the  10th 
month,  1652,  fourteen  acres.  They  also  show 
that,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  12tli  month,  1650, 
he  was  chosen  by  the  town  a  surveyor  of  high¬ 
ways  for  the  year  1651,  and  on  the  12th  day  of 
the  11th  month,  1653,  a  surveyor  of  fences. 

suggests  the  thought  that  this  brother,  Samuel,  and  that  the 
name  may  possibly  have  been  two  brothers  may  have  come  in 
mistakenly  applied  to  Richard’s  the  same  vessel. 
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III.  The  Reading  church  records  also  state 
that,  at  some  time  after  March  26,  1650,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  membership  of  that  church.  The 
entry  therein  is  as  follows: 


In  May,  1648,  Mr.  Henry 
Green  first  pastor  of  the 
Church  dyed,  after  whom 
they  called  to  supply  his 
roome,  Samuel  Haugh 
who  came  hither  Novemb.  8 
1648  &  was  ordeyn’d 
Pastor  here  March,  26  : 1650. 
Since  his  signing  to  this 
Church  which  was  ye  Sabbath 
before  his  Ordination 
was  added  to  this  Church 
Sarah  Haugh  his  wife 
Samuel  Walker  &  his  wife 


\  r 


y  v 


By  admission,  he  fro’ 
Boston1  &  she  from 
Charlestown. 

Lydia  Dustin 
Alice  Clark. 


Samuel  Walker’s  name  does  not  appear  upon 
the  Reading  records  after  1653.  Eight  years 
afterwards,  however,  February  25,  1661-’62,  we 
learn  by  the  records  of  Woburn,  as  before  re¬ 
marked,  that  Samuel  Walker  was  appointed  a 
surveyor  of  highways  in  that  town.  From  the 
same  source  we  also  learn  that  he  was  subse¬ 
quently  known  as  Samuel  Walker,  senior,  and 

1  Mr.  Eaton  in  his  History  of  ful  inspection  of  the  original 
Reading,  Mass.,  page  123,  says  church  record  shows  that  these 
that  Samuel  Walker  was  “  Dis-  words  apply  to  Rev.  Samuel 
missed  from  the  Boston  church  Haugh  and  not  to  Samuel 
to  the  Reading  church.”  A  care-  Walker. 
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was  at  one  time  a  “  maltster,”  by  occupation. 
It  is  also  known  that  lie  was  a  tavern-keeper,  and 
that  his  house  stood  on  Main  street,  on  the  lot 
now  (1890)  occupied  by  dwelling-house  num¬ 
bered  616,  and  that,  year  after  year  until  his 
decease,  he  paid  county,  town,  and  ministerial 
taxes.1 

The  omission,  after  1653,  of  the  name  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Walker  from  the  Reading  records  and  its 
appearance  in  1661-2  upon  those  of  Woburn, 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  these  were  ad¬ 
joining  towns  suggests  the  thought  that  the 
name  may  have  belonged  to  one  and  the  same 
individual,  who,  at  some  time  between  these  two 
dates,  had  removed  from  Reading  to  Woburn, 
whose  respective  villages  were  only  some  half  a 
dozen  miles  apart. 

If  such  was  the  fact,  his  children,  then  of  im¬ 
mature  age,  must  have  accompanied  him.  These 
were,  in  1661-2,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Israel,  Han¬ 
nah,  and  John,  of  the  respective  ages  of  eighteen, 
sixteen,  thirteen,  and  twelve  years,  and  their 
names  might  be  expected  to  appear  in  due  time 
upon  the  Woburn  records. 

There  a  careful  examination  shows  them  all  to 
be,  viz., — 

1.  That  of  Samuel,  afterwards  long  and  well 
known  as  the  first  Deacon  Samuel  Walker,  be- 


1  Woburn  Town  Records. 
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fore  mentioned,  who  died  January  18,  1703-4, 
aged  sixty-one  years. 

2.  That  of  Israel  Walker  who  died  April  20, 
1718,  leaving  children.1 

3.  That  of  John  Walker  who  died  January  3, 
1724.2 

4.  That  of  Hannah  Walker  who  married 
James  Thompson,  and  died  February  4,  1686, 
whose  descendants  may  be  found  in  the  family 
of  that  name.3 

5.  That  of  Joseph  Walker  who  left  Woburn 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  and  settled  in  Billerica, 
Mass.  Of  him  the  Rev.  Henry  A.  Hazen  says, 
“Walker.  1,  Joseph,  was  from  Woburn,  son  of 
Deacon  Samuel,  whose  father  Richard4  was  in 
1630  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Lynn.  He  had 
three  brothers,  Samuel,  Israel,  and  John,  whose 
posterity  in  Woburn  and  elsewhere  has  been 
numerous  and  eminent.5 

In  short,  the  names  of  every  one  of  Samuel 
Walker’s  children  who  were  born  in  Reading  as 
above  stated,  are  subsequently  found  as  active 
inhabitants  of  Woburn,  and  the  conclusion  of 
the  whole  matter  is, — 

1.  That  the  first  Deacon  Samuel  Walker,  of 

1  Woburti  Town  Records.  8  Mem1  of  Jas.  Thompson  and 

2  Woburn  Town  Record  of  Descendants,  p.  19. 

deaths,  page  201,  and  Sew-  *  Mr.  Hazen  omits  one  gener- 

ell’s  History  of  Woburn,  page  ation. 

647.  5  Hazen’s  Hist.  Billerica,  p.  152. 
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Woburn,  a  known  ancestor  of  the  Woburn 
Walkers,  was  not  the  son  of  Captain  Augustine 
Walker,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  but  the  son  of 
Samuel  Walker,  senior,  of  Woburn,  who  removed 
with  his  family  from  Reading  to  Woburn  at  some 
time  between  1653  and  1661,  and  there  continued 
to  live  until  his  death  in  1684. 

2.  That  Samuel  Walker,  senior,  was  the  son 
of  Captain  Richard  Walker,  of  Lynn. 

3.  That  Captain  Richard  Walker,  of  Lynn, 
was  the  first  Anglo-American  male  ancestor  of 
the  Woburn  Walkers. 
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